Beyond the Battlefields: Kathe Buchler’s Photographs of Germany in
the Great War

17 March — 5 May 2018. Official Launch and Private Viewing: 21 March 2018 (by invitation).
University of Hertfordshire, UHArts - Hatfield

UH Galleries presents the face of Germany during World War One seen through the eyes of the
German photographer Kathe Buchler (1876-1930). Beyond the Battlefields is Buchler’s first exhibition
in the UK and brings together the largest selection of her photographs ever exhibited outside
Germany.

The exhibition showcases a unique series of images of everyday life before, during and after the war.
Her photographs are part of the collection of the Museum of Photography in Braunschweig — where
she lived and worked.

Different picture cycles examine the care of orphaned children and wounded troops, Germans at work
and at leisure — including a fascinating series made late in the war entitled ‘Women in Men’s Jobs’.
Buchler presents the dislocations of war along with striking moments of human warmth, in so doing
she offers us a fascinating window on the preoccupations of ordinary Germans, living and working
hundreds of miles away from the fighting.

Buchler was an early adopter of the ‘Autochrome’ process (the world’s first colour photographic
process) and colour imagery starts to appear in her work as early as 1913. The exhibition at UH
Galleries is the final leg of a UK touring exhibition which has visited The University of Birmingham and



Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, as well as the Grosvenor Gallery at Manchester Metropolitan
University.

Buchler’s photographs offer fascinating comparisons with images and memorabilia from the same
period in Britain. They pose searching questions about the class and status structures of Wilhelmine
German society and the role of women as Europe’s dynastic empires were gave way to revolution,
chaos and the Second World War.

For further press information and images, please contact:

Hertfordshire

Elaine Carrozzi, Marketing, Engagement and Partnerships Manager, UHArts, University of
Hertfordshire.

01707 28 50 48 or uhartspress@herts.ac.uk

Notes to Editors

Beyond the Battlefields is a touring exhibition co-organised by Departure Lounge, UHGalleries,
Museum Fiir Photographie, Braunschweig, and the AHRC-funded First World War engagement centres
at the University of Birmingham and the University of Hertfordshire

Kathe Buchler

For further information on Kathe Buchler’s work (in German) and images please visit
http://dasregionalegedaechtnis.de/fotoarchiv/fotografien-zwischen-idyll-und-heimatfront/
& http://dasregionalegedaechtnis.de/fotoarchiv/die-welt-in-farbe/

Everyday Lives In War and Voices of War and Peace

Everyday Lives in War (University of Hertfordshire - https://everydaylivesinwar.herts.ac.uk) and
Voices of War and Peace (University of Birmingham- www.voicesofwarandpeace.org) are part of a
network of First World War Engagement Centres funded by the Arts & Humanities Research Council
in partnership with the Heritage Lottery Fund. The centres build connections between academic and
community researchers and organise academic and community events promoting the centenary of
the war and its legacy.

Photomuseum Braunschweig is one of Germany’s premier modern and contemporary photographic
galleries http://www.photomuseum.de

University of Hertfordshire Galleries Art and Design Gallery, College Lane, Hatfield, AL10 9AB
01707 284290 www.uharts.co.uk
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