+


[image: image2.jpg]’ ® m
@ heritage
lottery fund

LOTTERY FUNDED




[image: image3.jpg]el

Hertfordshire





Embargoed until 12pm on [14th September 2016]
East Herts Community Project exploring First World War history wins £10,000 of National Lottery funding
A new community project to enable East Herts residents to explore their First World War history has been awarded £10,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 
The ‘Seeing It Through’  First World War Community project is being launched by Hertford-based community theatre company Pins & Feathers Productions, in partnership with the County Council’s Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS).  Thanks to the support of National Lottery players, the project will focus on life on the Home Front in the towns and villages of East Herts.  At a time when the centenary of the First World war is being commemorated, this project will enable people to discover the history of their own neighbourhood – and perhaps their own family – a hundred years ago. 
The project will feature a programme of events running from October 2016 to February 2017 and is open to anyone who wishes to take part. It will start off with three community history activity days, including free ‘Tracing your Ancestry’ sessions, in Ware, Thundridge and Braughing; this will link up with performances of Pins & Feathers’ new play ‘Seeing It Through’, which is touring East Hertfordshire. Project participants will have the opportunity to visit Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies, learn new research and interpretation skills, trace their ancestors and collaborate on the creation of a community history exhibition which will tour East Hertfordshire early next year. 
“We are thrilled to have received the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, making this project a great opportunity for people to get involved in uncovering the hidden stories of the First World War,” says Kate Miller of Pins & Feathers. “With the centenary of the war we are hearing a lot about the terrible events at the Front but there’s much more to be known about 1914-18. What was life like for those at home?  How did the war change this part of Hertfordshire? It was a time of real social progress as well as loss.”   
The project aims to involve both established community groups and residents who may be new to the area – with a view to creating a shared sense of place and heritage.
Pins & Feathers’ play ‘Seeing It Through’ tells some of the real life stories from 1914-18 and Kate Miller hopes this will inspire people to find out more. “There is a wealth of fascinating material -  photos, letters, family memories and much more – to be explored and volunteers taking part in this project will be bringing the past to life. If your family has roots in this area you might discover more about your ancestors. If you’ve moved to this area, why not investigate who was living on your street or in your house a hundred years ago? Perhaps you have your great grandfather’s war diary, or a cherished photo of him, and want to find out more.  Bring it along to one of our community history days and we can help you get started.”
Pins and Feathers hope that people of all ages will get involved with this project, where they can meet new people, learn new skills and get to know their village or town better.  It is an exciting and unusual project in that it focuses on the lives of those who stayed behind on the Home Front during the First World War, as well as shining a light on the county’s smaller communities. 
Robyn Llewellyn, Head of HLF East of England, said: “The impact of the First World War was far reaching, touching and shaping every corner of the UK and beyond. The Heritage Lottery Fund has already invested more than £81million in projects – large and small - that are marking this global Centenary. Projects like this are enabling even more communities  to explore the continuing legacy of this conflict and help local young people in particular to broaden their understanding of how it has shaped our modern world.”
The Community History Days will be on:

Saturday 8th October:   10am – 1pm  Place House Hall, Ware SG12 9HL
Saturday 15th October:  10am – 1pm  Thundridge Village Hall SG12 0SU
Saturday 22nd October:  10am – 1pm  Braughing (venue to be confirmed)
Anyone is welcome to bring photos, objects and memorabilia (originals can be copied or photographed) on these days, which will form part of a Memory Wall at the community events.  Stories gathered at these events and throughout the project will be shared via the Herts Memories website (www.hertsmemories.org.uk).

For more information about how to get involved, you are warmly invited to contact the project via email at ww1eastherts@gmail.com , twitter @ww1eastherts or via our facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/ww1eastherts .   The dates of community events and play performances can be found on www.pinsandfeathersproductions.com.
ENDS

Notes to editors
Pins and Feathers Productions CIC
Pins and Feathers Productions CIC is a community theatre company that mounts theatre productions on topics of interest and relevance to the community.   The current production is a WW1 themed community play called Seeing It Through (not funded by HLF) which has been researched and written by the company and is touring East Herts in October, produced in association with Hertford Theatre.   Productions involve a mixture of theatre professionals and volunteer members who are interested in history and creative writing.   For further information, please contact www.pinsandfeathersproductions.com .

Hertfordshire Archives & Local Studies (HALS)

HALS is home to over 3 million original documents which illustrate the development of Hertfordshire’s history since the 11th century.  Access to these documents and our extensive local studies library is open to all. www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/hals 

Heritage Lottery Fund and support for First World War heritage:

· From the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife, we use National Lottery players' money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about.  www.hlf.org.uk. @heritagelottery @HLFEoE
· To date, £81million in HLF grants has been awarded to projects across the UK so they can mark the Centenary and explore all aspects of First World War heritage that matters to them. Through its First World War: then and now programme, HLF is providing grants between £3,000 and £10,000 enabling communities and groups right across the UK to explore, conserve and share their First World War heritage and deepen their understanding of the impact of the conflict.  To find out how to apply for funding visit www.hlf.org.uk/thenandnow.  If a group needs a grant of more than £10,000 for a First World War project, it can apply to HLF through its open programmes www.hlf.org.uk/firstworldwar 
· To join the conversation on social media please use #understandingww1
For further information, images and interviews, please contact
Julie Swift (Project Manager) at Pins and Feathers Productions – Email: ww1eastherts@gmail.com, mobile: 07932 164589.
